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The Wallys Track – Trip Report – Easter 2017

Objectives:
1. To map out more 1080 and other pest control signage for the purpose of public awareness
as many people really have no idea how much of our land has been poisoned for reasons
that defy logic.
2. To create an alternative to the Holland Track trip so that everyone can enjoy with a 4wd, a
camper attached or even a soft-roader can handle.
Participants:



Todd Sanderson (Tazzy) – 2004 GU Patrol 4800 Petrol – automatic;
Geoff Couper – (Soft Wal) 2006 GU Patrol 3L Diesel – manual.

Planning:
All the planning for this trip was achieved from the desktop via various GPS mapping systems.
Then to quantify the newly created track file we needed to head out there and map it in the real
world on the ground. The image dump above depicts the variants in the tracks files.
The Red line is the track we actually drove; the blue line is the one that was planned on the Desktop.
GPS Systems:
1. Hema maps on iPhone
2. OziExplorer on Android
3. Meridian Gold.

1st leg:
Ok, to note how we did the trip is not an indication as to how other ‘s might like to do it as we were
on a bit of a mission to get through as we had no idea as to what the track conditions were going to
be. Information on this area was very scares.
We left Perth at about 10:00am Thursday the 13th of April, stopped for a breather at Wagin and then
continued onto Lake Grace with a stop at Dumbleyung to check out the lake there.

We refuelled at Lake Grace and again topped up at Lake King. Lake King fuel is 24/7 but only via
credit card at the bowser. Fuel is next to the Tavern.
Distance from Perth to Lake King is 458km, just a tad over 5 hours.
Approx. 40km past Lake King and into the gravel we found this gravel pit to camp up for the evening
on the left hand side of the track.

Huge full moon that night which prevented all the stars from showing themselves.
No sign of wildlife here and we had camped within the Frank Hann National Park.
We packed up the next morning and headed out of camp around 9:00am with a coffee and cereal
for Breakfast.
2nd leg:
Not heading out before we both aired down on tyre pressures for a few reasons, so as to look after
the tracks and our vehicles, this saves the shock absorbers getting over heated on the corrugations.
As an indication we were down to 32psi cold from 40psi. It also helps with a smoother ride that
hinders driver fatigue and we highly recommend everyone do this before heading onto the track on
this trip, in fact it’s a must.
It wasn’t far down the track we came across our first 1080 sign right at an open clearing on a flat
rock surrounded by thick vegetation.

Obviously a target area where animals would be coming in for water sources and we did notice tyre
tracks on this flat rock area and a fire pit. Should vehicles be driving on such a fragile habitat as we
did notice at least one lizard here? I tried to get a photo of the solitary lizard but was dealing with
camera battery issues at that point.
We called this one Devils Rock being that not a lot of wildlife had been spotted.
We came across another great spot which we thought would make for an awesome overnight group
camping area, so we called this one ‘Wallys Camp’.

The track then followed a perfect straight line on the GPS and there was another straight track that
went for so, so long we were both thankful for a bend in the track. But still, the drive wasn’t boring
as the scenery changed regularly.
I drove into a massive spider web along this track that then started catching insects in the web that
was wrapped over the UHF aerial and the roo bar.
Then there was the occasional stick jutting out onto the track that on the odd occasion we needed to
stop and move off the track. All of them now cleared off the track but some still need to be watched
out for. So far as to say, keep the windows up and air-con on as the sticks could take out an eye.
What was needed was a chainsaw of which we had as without it we would not have got all the way
through to the planned finish point.
There were at least three trees we didn’t get to as there was a way around them. These may still
need addressing if attempting to get a camper through. So please consider packing a chainsaw to
help keep this track open for other users.
Next photo will give an idea of how straight these tracks are… off into the horizon with Peak Charles
there in the distance to the right of the track.

We did approx. 120km that day off-road and got to see both Peak Eleanor and Peak Charles.
We decided leave climbing Peak Charles for another time as it was a 3 hour return hike and a climb
of 650 meters.

The designated camping area was full of campers that were from a climbing group and this style of
camping doesn’t really appeal to us anyway. We decided to head back towards Peak Eleanor and
camp up within and under the dry woodlands canopy.
Tazzy and I setup camp and then Tazzy got a fire started so as to get the lamb roast a cooking. It was
one of those perfect evenings around a perfect campfire.

3rd leg:
The third day was to be a big drive, some 211km off road of which we encountered the worst road
out there and it was a main gravel road full of pot holes and corrugations, we were very happy to get
off that road.
After getting off the main gravel road we headed in a North Westerly direction on what seem to be a
fire break. There was a lot more debris to get off the track on this one. We were in and out of the
vehicles on numerous occasions, too many times to recall. But we did get the job done and we did
open that track up so it can be traversed from one end to the other now.
By our maps it seemed we had a couple of salt lakes to negotiate, particularly through the Lake Hope
area. It was never going to be a problem getting past these lakes as the track meandered between
the lakes on high ground.
Tazzy leading at the time coming into the Lake Hope area around lunch time and he found a bit of a
hill which ended up being quite a great vantage point looking over the lake that almost surrounded
us.

We stopped here for lunch as neither of us could give up the view from the surrounding salt lakes,
just one of those special places and so, so remote. We did not see another vehicle out there until we
got to the other end.

Left photo is one side of the hill and the other is looking in the opposite direction.
After spending a bit of time at this location we headed off and I hoped to make an old abandoned
exploration site I knew of before dark, had no idea if we would make it before dark due to the
unknown that we were confronted with.
Neither of us had been out here before and by the tracks we were on, not too many others had been
either, it was AWESOME!
And yes we did make camp before night fall with plenty of time to setup camp before the heavens
opened up with vengeance. A huge thunder and lightning show that evening. It was amazing.

I decided to put the extra extended awning out that evening and I am glad I did as the rain was so, so
torrential.
Couldn’t stay up too late that evening due to the rain, though our campfire kept going all through
the night, all that rain and it didn’t put the fire out by the morning, incredible.
4th leg:
We simply decided to head straight into Hyden and head for home on Sunday so we could spend
some quality time with our partners on Easter Monday.
As a very, very important message to all those who are interested in doing this one, this track is not
for morons that want to rip the crap out of 4wd tracks. This track must remain in such a condition
that everyone can enjoy in a 4wd, towing a camper trailer or even in a soft roader such as a Suburu.
We would like EVERYONE to only leave this, their footprints. DO NOT leave your rubbish out there.

The track file for this one so it can be navigated by properly will be made available soon on this
website https://www.trackfiles.com.au/ and a percentage of what is collected in funds will go
towards the upkeep and maintenance of the new ‘The Wallys Track’.
It is without any shadow of doubt the most enjoyable and navigationally challenging reccie I have
ever done. Yup… it was a bit of an endurance run too, for sure.
Many thanks to Tazzy for accompanying me on this one and assisting in giving an another
opportunity to 4wdrivers of this great land we all call home… so look after ya backyard folks and
keep this one if good shape – PLEASE! Don’t stuff it up for others.

More information on what to take, how and what to prepare for, for this trip and much more great
information will be made available with the track file.
https://www.trackfiles.com.au/ |http://www.thewallys.net.au/ | https://www.ultimate4wdtraining.com.au/

All the best and please tread lightly.
This is a trip report by Geoff Couper & Todd Sanderson.

